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THE FUTURE OF “THE VOICE OF JACOB.” 


The announcement in our No. 133, has brought us from various 
uarters, several earnest appeals that due provision be made 
or the continuance of this journal after our withdrawal from it. 
Since some of our correspondents offer substantial proofs of their 
anxiety that an adequate and efficient literary corps, known and 
respected, should be enlisted for the future career of the V. of /., 
we are induced to invite further communications of a like charac- 
ter; not with any intention to parade the testimony so borne of 
the writers’ estimate of our own public labors, but in order the 


better to serve their immediate object in addressing us, especially | ; 
peal might have weight in distant quarters—but 


with reference to the frequency of publication in future. We 

desire to express our very grateful sense of the kind feeling 

which has thus been manifested, and hope that we may, under 

the circumstances, stand excused from any more direct acknow- 

ledgment. 

THE PROPOSED ASSEMBLY OF ORTHODOX 
THEOLOGIANS. 


In our No. 130, we presented at full length the translation of 
a most important document; being the appeal of Dr. Z. 
Frankel, Chief Rabbi of Dresden, for an Assembly of Orthodox 
Jewish Theologians. It is with no ordinary feelings of gratifica- 
tion that we learn how well that appeal has been responded to, 
and that the first meeting is likely soon to take place ;—according 
to the 7. Z. W., at Hanover. The list of those reported to 
have already consented to take part at that meeting, contains 
several names eminent for learning and distinguished for piety; 
and we sincerely hope that there will be found few functionaries, 
even among those whose position and engagements may not 
yg their actual presence at the assembly, who will, in times 

ike these, withhold their countenance and support. 

When, some two or three years ago, 1n the discharge of our 
vocation in this journal, we called attention to Dr. Philippsohn’s 
original proposal for a Rabbinical Synod, we at the same time 
foresaw the risk of evil, as well as the chance of good, which 
might attend that project. The following were our reflections 
at the time :— | ce. 

“ While every profession and pursuit has now its periodical ga- 
therings, the spiritual guides of Israel have alone been apathetic ; 


and theirs is the blame of much that their timely energy might 
ve averted. The coming summer is to see the first meeting o 


those Jewish ministers who respond to this appeal; and many 


have already done so. 
“Tn our own humble opinion, much will depend upon who shall 


constitute the assembly ; we sincerely hope that the conservative 
Rabbis will not abandon the field to the movement party. So far 
as we can see, no powers are proposed to be assumed by the as- 
sembly ; the various ministers are merely asked to meet, to com- 
pare notes, and to suggest arrangements, not necessarily binding 
upon those who may dissent therefrom. It is an emergency of 
common danger, in which no leader in Israel is justified in stand- 
ing idly aloof, or in withholding his solemn convictions from those, 
whose ignorance of such convictions and of the cogency with 
which they can be supported, may, perhaps, alone have prevented 
accession and co-operation. If we could expect that our own ap- 
uarters whence 
the religious guide of our own communities must be selected—we 
would implore those, whose piety, learning, and faithfulness, are 
the bulwarks of our religious integrity, that they step forth and 
take their proper position in times like these. The press should 
of right be the instrument, not the motive power, where the inte- 
rests concerned are so sacred, so stupendous, and yet so involved.”’ 
Vol. iii p. 70. 


At the time the above was written, Dr. Philippsohn, in so far 
as his editorial bias was concerned, had appeared rather conser- 


-yative than otherwise: and there are many who still think that, 


had he received support from the orthodox side, he was likely 
to have continued in his hostility to the Frankfort and Berlin 
heresies, and also to have carried it out towards all similar anti- 


Judaic projects. The history of the “‘ Rabbiner Versammlung”’ 


(see another column) appears however to warrant the belief, 
that Dr. P.’s accommodating policy would have proved him 
an unsafe auxiliary to conservative Judaism; and hence, 
perhaps, the satisfaction with which his open adherence to its 
opponents has been regarded. On the same principle, we hear 
it urged that none should regret the opportunities enjoyed by 
the heterodox Rabbis. While they and their adherents were 
content to contemn and protest against the existing discipline 
of the Synagogue, they found many to admire and sympathize ; 
for it costs little to cheer on those who advocate the lightening 
of onerous and inconvenient obligations. Thus, while the 
‘** Reformers ’”’ did not adventure beyond a negative policy, they 
appeared formidable; for where each man has, or fancies he 
has, some grievance to complain of, the standard of simple dis- 
content is sufficient to rally all the discontented, and their 
united or concurrent complainings give them boldness and scare 
their opponents. But when this boldness betrays the malcon- 
tents into a positive policy, and it becomes necessary to exceed 


| 
: 
| 

| 
4 
x 
| 
} 
i 
4 
> 
| 
i 
| 
tr 
§ 
| 


~ 


182 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


the tactics of non-resistance, then commence their real diffi- 
culties. Every section is found to have its special predilection 
as well as its special grievance; the most incompatible notions 


are seen in conflict, and no one standard of progress ean be de- : 


vised round which to rally even the few. All have a desire to 
pull down something—but what? And still more impracticable 
is the necessary agreement as to which are the materials that 
shall be employed to rebuild. Even such is the history of the 
Rabbiner Versammlung ; it commenced with appearing form- 
dable, it proceeded to inconsistency, and has now attained the 
ridiculous. The guardians of the Synagogue may, therefore, 
rejoice in the good that has come out of evil; but, while they 
rejoice, they should consider well their duties in the emergency 
thus produced. All credit be to Dr. Frankel, who has perceived 
and claimed attention for those sacred duties. 

Hitherto, the proper guardians of the Synagogue have been 
content to condemn and protest against the assumptions of the 
Rabbiner Versammlung. And yet we may be permitted to 
question, whether much of positive advantage to their sacred 
charge has been effected by that mode of procedure. Those 
of their respective communities who were already prepossessed 
against the Rabbiner Versammlung, no doubt found confirma- 
tion in their views, and a public standard of hostility round 
which to rally. But it has been deemed more than problem- 
atical, whether many admirers of the heterodox leaders have 
been weaned from their predilections by these dry condemna- 
tions, or, indeed, whether any from the ranks of the indifferent 
have been enlisted on the right side thereby. We see little reason, 
after a year and a half’s experience, to modify the following opin- 
io:. then expressed on the Protest of the orthodox Rabbis :— 


‘“ The dispassionate and prudent enquirer, even though he were 
conscious that a prima facie case had been made out against the 
complete fitness of existing arrangements, would still shrink from 
the presumption which, uncalled, and unwarranted, could prompt a 
remodelling of the liturgy according to varying tastes, and the 
sympathetic influence of neighbouring fashions. The French 
Rabbi Beyfus, is certainly safer in his views, when, although a 
learned, a pious, and an ordained functionary, he asks a concur- 
rence of his spiritual brethren for the consideration of his propo- 
sitions. The misfortune, in the case of last year’s meeting of 
German Rabbis, consisted in the designed absence of those known 
as orthodox functionaries. Our regret and our misgivings at this, 
were expressed at the time. It is now the perhaps natural ten- 
dency of the orthodox public, to pick holes in the policy and pro- 
ceedings of those to al pa the field was then abandoned; but, 
though we can imagine good cause shewn for the apparently con- 
certed absence of the conservative Rabbis, it would be more satis- 
factory to hear them explain and justify what is of far more con- 
sequence than their absence on that occasion,—viz., their appa- 
rent failure to promote a systematic intercommunion amongst 
themselves. Let us, instead of attemping to canvass so large and 
important a question at the end of this article, ask each other,— 
whether there are not indications that Dr. Adler, on his arrival 
here, will be called upon to determine certain liturgical points 
held in abeyance meanwhile; and also—however energetic and 
decisive his flock may hope to find him—whether they cannot 
imagine him likely to act with more confidence in himself, and 
able to claim more confidence from others, if he were known to be 
in communication with other conservative Rabbis, who either have 
been already, or who are certain to be at no distant day, placed in 
precisely similar circumstances ?—Shall the movement—or, ac- 
cording to some, the innovating party—be the only one to take 


counsel of each other, and to employ the union which is strength 2” 
Vol. TV., No. 98, p. 121. 


It is surely satisfactory to find, that the uncorrupted guardians 
of our sacred institutions are no longer content to suffer the im- 
putation of slumbering on their watch, because of their security 
that the Sanctuary is safe, through the vigilance of that Guardian 
that neither sleepeth nor slumbereth. But are they not placed 
as shepherds to His flock; and what will it avail in their 
defence that the fold itself is impregnable, if they permit the 
weak ones to stray from it and be lost! 

We can readily understand and account for the backwardness 
of many conservative Rabbis to respond to Dr. Philippsohn’s 
appeal. In their uncertainty that a sufficient number of their 
own opinions would assemble and out-vote the dangerous sec- 
tion, (though a formal and significant secession, like that of Drs. 


Frankel and Schott, would even then have been a safe alterna. 


tive),—they preferred not to be in any manner compromised } 
** evil associates,” but to leave to those mistrusted, scope enoy 


to defeat their own purposes, ‘The result perhaps, in the opi- 


nion of many, may have proved the sagacity of the conservative 


Rabbis; but, in any case, these latter can now meet Without 
that mistrust of their colleagues, which might have been reason. 
ably entertained had the heterodox movement not weeded thei; 
ranks. It is said, that there still remains a somewhat similar 
feeling, and that it dictates that tardiness to respond to Dr 
Frankel’s appeal which is exhibited by those whom we would 
willingly see more in the van on such an occasion, We ma 
not presume to judge the sufficiency of their reasons for delay. 
perhaps it is the diffidence which prefers rather to follow than 
to lead; perhaps it is the caution which desires first to see mo 
leads; or perhaps it is a conscientious apprehension of the res. 
ponsibility which may pertain to measures assuming to resylt 
from a synod of Rabbis. 2 

This last supposition is of sufficient importance to be stated 
and examined at greater length. The obligatory character 
claimed for certain religious customs, although they are mere 
conventionalisms, is well known. The prescriptions of former 
authorities, for quite other times and circumstances, and the 
difficulty which is felt in our present day formally to abrogate 
even the most obviously inappropriate of these ancient prescrip. 
tions, are also matters of notoriety. Hence it has been oceasion- 
ally contended, that it is safer and more lawful for the duly 
inducted pastor of a particular community tacitly to sanction 
such variations as are locally found needful, than for any con- 
clave, however pious and learned, formally to promulgate per- 
mission to make the change. The merits of the question involved 
in this view, are beyond our means to do justice to them thus 
incidentally ; it is enough for the present to have stated—as we 
miidnciensilt it—the principal objection against a theological 
synod. In our humble judgment, it ought not to be assumed as 
conclusive by any, but rather treated as a primary question 
for discussion at the proposed assembly. And it is due from 
those pious and venerated men who consider the difficulty for- 
midable, that they at least attend the meeting, and weigh the 
arguments to be adduced on the other side. It is one thing to 
be a party to deliberations of the highest importance to our 
sacred institutions, and quite another to vote on questions they 
might deem unsuitable to be voted upon. 

t has been well argued, that even those timid theologians most 
disinclined to an active and progressive policy, might conscien- 
tiously unite for a defensive or conservative one. And if no 
more were attainable for their views, than an engagement that no 
~’2’s should give his warrant to any deviation from modern 
usages, which a certain proportion of the associated function- 
aries should, after deliberation, formally object to, much would 
still be gained for the most stabilitarian party. To obtain 
the f:eisiel Wabiilions by letter of the opinion of their contempo- 
raries, is a long established custom with the Rabbis of our day ; 
so that the more direct enunciation of such opinions, after an 
interchange of thought and a simultaneous examination of autho- 
ties, appears only a more systematic and efficient application ot 
the same principle. 

Whatever be the powers or the fruits of the proposed meeting 
of theologians, the general voice has demanded that it be held ; 
and surely it is not the pastors of our scattered flocks, who 
should be insensible to those premonitory signs, which are exhi- 
bited by the universal cry for unions, or rather re-untons 1n 
Isracl. This is no time to leave a detached post exposed, 
unsupported, to the pressure from without; a pressure which, 
it is said, in catholic France, clamours for pomp; in protestant 
England, for simplicity; in rationalist Germany, for abstrac- 
tions; and everywhere for accommodation to the fashions of 
the Gentiles which are round about, If here be snatched a 
little, and there a little, where will remain the nationality of our 
worship, or the integrity of those ancient institutions which are 
the standing wonder of mankind? No; let our spiritual guides 
take council together ; they will find much that 1s srr ere 
even among, our present usages. Where these are distasteful, 
wherefore should they be enforced? They will define the limits 
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within which it is safe to move, and yet not trespass on essen- 
tials; but above all, they will unite their energies, so that 
their flocks may be more adequately provided with those 
whose vocation may be indeed that of pastors, and who shall. 
reat the next generation, even though they fail to lead the pre- | 
gent, in those safer = of intelligent virtue, which are open to 

those duly impressed with the privileges and the obligations of our 


national destiny. 
NOTES FROM DR. LOEWE’S JOURNAL, 
KEPT DURING HIS FIRST visit TO Eeyprt, 1837, 


(Continued from No. 134.) 


The Spanish ranguage is used only on such occasions, 
though the Alexandrian Israclites generally are acquainted 
with it. Their preference appears to be given to the 
Arabic language snow, and all their sermons are delivered in 
Arabic ; and, if I may judge from what I heard on the anni- 


versary of the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem, they use 
the Arabic mm a most impressive manner. The Israelites in this, 
and proximate regions, living so near the spot on which their 
ancestors established all their glory and fame, it is natural they 
should feel the bitterness of their exclusion from it more deeply 


than their brethren in Europe. Not a day passes with them in. th 


which they do not communicate with some one recently come 
from the Holy City, which, with its history, consequently 


forms a most important topic in all their conversation, and the | 


oppressions they are frequently made to feel, if not from the 
government, from influential persons at least, presents so pal- 
pable a contrast to their former grandeur and power, as forcibly 
to excite their regret. It is therefore that the anniversary 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, though an event that occurred 
so many centuries ago, is commemorated by them with as many 


make, probably, on the decease of a nearrelative. It was on 
that day that, during a subsequent visit to Alexandria, I heard 
the Chief Rabbi singing, in a deeply mournful, though melo- 
dious tone, the history of the martyr family of Hanna and her 
seven sons; he sang in Arabic, and at the conclusion of each 
stanza the sentiment was echoed by the whole congregation. 

It is shown hereby that they only preserve the few Spanish 
terms forming part of their liturgy as a memento of the country 
which some of their progenitors once inhabited. When it is 
wished to rouse the feelings of the assembly, it is done in the 
language of the country, thus adopting in this the practice 
of their renowned ancestors in Babylon, Spain, Egypt, and 
elsewhere, some of whom have been acknowledged, by people 
of other religions, as consummate orators. 

When the scroll containing the Pentateuch is to be taken out, 
the person who has secured the honour of opening the ark and 
carrying the precious document to the Almenber is followed by 
the Chief Rabbi, the president, and other distinguished mem- 
bers of the congregation ; when they come to the ark, one of 
the synagogue servitors delivers to him the ornaments to be 
placed on the scroll, and the procession returns to the pulpit, 
making as great a circuit round the area of the synagogue as 
possible, so that each one present may have an opportunity of 
showing his reverence to the law; and then, before the reader 
ascends into the pulpit, all the other persons retire. When the 
ornamental appendages have been removed from the scroll, it 
exhibits a wooden case, in shape like itself. From this case 
it is never removed, for the rods attached to the scroll are 
let into the frame of the case, so that both may be opened 
without any inconvenience. ‘The reader, having ascertained 
the page containing the form of the service for the day, lifts it 
up as is the custom in other synagogues, to display it to all 
present, whilst they, pointing with a finger to the holy writing 
they view, and reverentially kissing the finger, exclaim—* This 
is the law which Moses placed before the children of Israel,” 

The scroll is then placed upright on the desk, and seven 
persons are to be called in succession to hear a portion of it 
read. Neither the first nor the second, (the Pnest and Levite) 
18 called by his name, but is addressed with the words ‘ Priest, 


| work of the interior is supported by several arches. 


tears and lamentations as others in more distant regions shed or | 


approach,” or ‘‘ Levite, approach ;”’ neither is the person to 
whom the concluding portion of the day’s service is read, who 
is supplement to the same, summoned by his name, but with 
the word ** Mafteer;” but all the other five are invited by their 
proper names, their respective appellations, referring to their 
learning, dispositions, or conditions in life being mentioned at 
the same time. Before these eight retire from the pulpit, to 
each one is read a prayer for the welfare of his relations and 
friends (Jaw 9); and to propitiate the favour of the Lord for 
them, he makes an offering for the benefit of the synagogue and 
the charitable institutions of the community ; and as they re- 
turn to their respective seats, on each is bestowed the thanks 
of his brethren thus: ‘*‘ May God bless thee and strengthen 
thee in thy religious deeds.” Each one there approaches his 
father, otherwise the Chief Rabbi, to kiss his hand, which he 
does by that person’s laying his right hand between his two 
palms, lifting it up first to his forehead, and then to his lips. 
If any of these seven be reputed learned, he himself reads the 
portion of the law designed for his attention. When all the 
prayers have been read, all the assembly, one following another, 


| advance to the Chief Rabbi to wish him the biessings of the 
| day, to which he responds with similar blessings. 


The Israelites at Alexandria give the same pronunciation to 
e Hebrew language that it has in Portuguese communities in 
this or other European countries, excepting the letter y, which 
is pronounced like the Arabic character of the same name, 
from the throat, and not as in Portuguese communities in 
Europe, with whom it has the nasal sound of ng. 

There are two synagogues in Alexandria besides this, of which 
I have given a rather laboured description. One of these, 
called Kaynees Sdrdel, is larger than Kaynees Azooz, and is 
situated near to that; it is thought to be of great antiquity; the 
The other 
stands near to the European quarter, and the Hotel Aquilo 
d'Oro: it is also contiguous to the house of the Neapolitan 
consul. It consists of a small room facing the sea; and the 
congregation found there is composed chiefly of Italians, 
whose liturgy is the same as is used in Italy generally. I 
visited this on the Friday evening; it was well attended, and 
the prayers were read with much devotional feeling. After the 
prayers, eight of the Talmudical treatises of the Mishnayot 
Shabat were read; the concluding words of each chapter were 
repeated by all present. . 

On my visit to Rabbi Shelomo Khazan, I found him sur- 
rounded by several of the native Israelites, who had come to 
have some law-suit decided by him, for as I subsequently learnt, 
although the spiritual head never inflicts any corporeal punish- 
ment on transgressions of the law, his decisions are profoundly 
respected by all parties in civil disputes. When our com- 
plimentary salutations had been exchanged, he told me, in an- 
swer to my enquiries, that the number of Israelites in this city 
amounted to about three or four hundred families, many of 
whom he said were silk weavers, dyers, and turners; whilst 
others kept shops, or were employed in the warehouses of Euro- 
pean merchants. There are few that devote their children to 
any profession, proficiency in which requires lengthened study 
or mental application, not having sufficient means to support 
them through a long probationary period, nor opportunities for 
placing them in a suitable position for commencing life, sup- 
posing that they had made many sacrifices for such a purpose, 
and the necessary knowledge of the profession were obtained. 
And after having supported their children at schools till their 
fourteenth or fifteenth year, the parents never fail to impart to 
them whatever knowledge they themselves possess, so that the 
bulk of the Hebrew population are always able to read the 
Scriptures and to translate them from the Hebrew into Arabic, 
which language engages their attention much more than it did 
previously to the reign of Mookhammad Ali: they are likewise 
tolerably well acquainted with the Italian and Spanish; and 
since the English have had so much business at Alexandria, 
their language has been cultivated by the Israelites with con- 
siderable success. The Israelites are suffered to live and have 
their shops in whatever part of the city they like; still the 
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majority abide near the synagogues. They are allowed to 
appear in whatever sort of dress may please them, and to wear 
turbans of any colour except green; and but for the frequent 
recurrence of the plague, to which all alike are exposed, and the 
many recent disturbances of war, their condition under Mook- 
hammad Ali would, as they say, be a very happy one. During 
our conversation the Chief Rabbi informed me that some of the 
Arabic Sheykhs in his neighbourhood were very affable and 
good-natured to him; and that many of the Mookhamedans, as 
well as his own people, often sought, in a friendly manner, 
his advice relative to the management of their respective 


concerns, and for the amicable settlement of disputes amongst 
them. 


Relations of Judaism to the State. 


The Editor of the Univers Israélite, in an able reply to cer- 
tain attacks, made upon the Synagogue by a French prelate, 
makes the following severe remarks :— 

‘‘The presence of Israel all over the world is an evident 

roof that our religion can exist with and in potas 3 whatever 

i the position accorded to it, free or oppressed, it exists as 
moral principles, whether they be respected or violated by 
passion and vice. Revealed to our ancestors by the Creator of 
the human race, the Jewish religion assures happiness to all 
humanity, and penetrates into the blood and life of all society. 
It commands us to protect the widow and the orphan, the 
stranger and the poor, to show compassion to all, and love to 
our enemies. It has more love for the working classes than 
any other religion or legislation. It has instituted the Sabbath for 
weekly repose ;—not that repose which tolerates certain work, 
which has produced the deplorable sight of unfortunate work- 
people chained to their labour, without ceasing even on the 
Sunday, and never having a moment to raise their souls and 
hearts to God; but an entire repose that rigorously forbids the 
least occupation, as thus instituted in the Decalogue—‘‘ The 
seventh day is a repose sacred to the Eternal, thy God; on this 
day thou shalt do no manner of work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, nor thy servant.’ The Jewish religion orders us 
not to retain for one single night the salary of the workman ; 
(Levit. xix. 13.) It has given equality to all men, and admitted 
all classes of society to the organization and constitution of the 
state. (Deut. xxix. 9.) The first Hebrew king was chosen 
from the people. It holds in horror all violence in religious 
matters, and does not favor proselytism. It is thus that ours 
is an eminently social religion, which will be eternally the model 
for all legislations, the condition and guarantee of the security 
and greatness of the human species. It is thus that Israel 
fulfils its high destiny in accomplishing the divine mission, 
which said—‘ Be a race of priests,’ and which dispersed it 
over the face of the earth, to teach people the knowledge of 
God and man. Whether this knowledge is imparted directly 
or through other religions, signifies not; Judaism is always the 
source of all truth, the sun that illuminates all other lights. 
If we go into a country where the Jew enjoys the rights of a 
citizen, we shall find our religion one of the moral powers of 
the state, one of the elements on which repose its present and 
future welfare. ‘The country has not to deal with a strange 
power, with which it is necessary to treat and negociate, but 
with an auxiliary, faithful and friendly, that will contribute all 
its strength to the temporal and spiritual happiness of the 
nation, 

‘¢ The respect which the ancient Hebrew had for the institu- 
tions of the Holy Land, (considering them as having emanated 
from God, and as making part of his religious belief,) he has 
transferred to the institutions of the country that has become 
to him anew home. To him the laws of the state are sacred: 
at the sight of the monarch he praises God. For the Israelite, 
the state is the expression and personification of justice, liberty 
and morality ; with him, religious and political principles can- 
not be separated, neither in the respect and obedience of the 
citizen, nor in the veneration and submission of the believer. 
It is in this sense that our Rabbis said: ‘The law of the coun- 
try is obligatory ;’ and that Jeremiah gave this remarkable com- 
mand to the Jews exiled in Babylon:—‘ Build houses to live 
in, cultivate gardens and eat the fruit; contribute ‘to the hap- 
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piness of the place I have brought you to, pray to 
welfare, for in its prosperity you will find yours.’ 
5&7.) In other words ;—attach yourself in body a 
your fellow citizens, to your new country, 

and devoted member of the great family that h 
This is what the Jewish religion demands from us. 
not instituted at Jerusalem an apostolic monster power, to 
extend its arm and influence over every country where there 
are Jews, and with a single word to shut the synagogues of 
the world, and deprive the state of a portion of its moral ele. 
ments, by estranging the hearts of one part of its children 
No}! the Jewish religion is eminently patriotic, eminently 
national ; it expects ncthing from the stranger, and if it conte. 
plates a better future, it comprises in its hopes all mankind 

praying God that the day may arrive when the whole human 
race shall form but one single family, the day when the lamb 
shall repose in peace by the side of the wolf.”* 


God for its 
(Jer. xxix. 
nd spirit to 
and be a faithful 
as adopted you, 


It has 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Religious Opinions felief Bill.— This measure, already 
passed by the House of Lords, is now progressing, under the 
Government charge, (as anticipated in our last,) through the 
lower House, and with little doubt of a successful issue. The 
opposition, qualified as it is, appears altogether directed to the 
bearing of the bill upon the ho influence over English 
Catholics; and no one now begrudges to the Jews the relief 
which they will receive from the measure. The anti-Catholic 
party would seem to have made up their minds that,-in ques- 
tions which have incidentally a religious bearing, the sym- 
pathies of the Jewish body would be much more likely to be 
found enlisted on the Protestant side than on the other. The 
remarks in our last, on the clerical petition to Parliament, to 
forbid the public exhibition of pictorial representations of the 


Deity, have been regarded as a confirmation of the view above 
alluded to. 


The Burton-Street Secession.—Public. gossip would seem to 
be very busy in drawing conclusions from passing incidents, 
leading just now to the necessary intercommunication of the 
Chief Rabbi with members of the Secession congregation. 
The judgment, as to the direction of atmospheric currents, that 
is formed upon the movement in them of light bodies, has 
always been deemed analogous to the deductions, as to the 
existence and force of the under currents of social polity, drawn 
from the accidental circumstances of the day. Without pre- 
tending to any of that occult knowledge of the skies which 
is said to be incompatible with a more general knowledge, 
we may yet venture to record two or three observations, on 
which a chapter of probabilities may be constructed. __ 

First of all, let us be cautious not to confound the circum- 
stances attendant on a marriage celebrated this week, with 
those which characterised the intermarriage case of some months 
back, known as the ‘‘ Angel case.” There are broad marks 
of difference in the two cases which appear likely to be over- 
looked, and which afford a wider scope to the conciliatory 
disposition of the authorities, without compromising their con- 
sistency. 

This premised, let us recognize the significance of that hope- 
ful spirit to which many give expression, and the manifest 
satisfaction with which every indication of a pacificatory cha- 
racter is now hailed by those who once had credit for a different 
feeling. Thus even the slightest symptom of a reconciliation 
of the Seceders to the Synagogue is now ane at by the 
public, and exaggerated into importance. Such is at leasta 
favorable aspect. 

Again, the conscientious members of the Secession body are 


said to entertain a natural alarm at the strides of seceders 1 
other countries, as witness the Berlin, Frankfort, and Breslau 
movements. In the last named place, the convenience 

adopting the most considerable of the Burton Street deviations, 
(see another column) stood in order next after the convenience 
of postponing the original Sabbath to the Gentile first-day obser- 
vance. ‘The Seceders may also be sngestninang Se expectation, 


that certain ameliorations, so far as public worship 1s concerned, 


hy 
’ 
Pe. 
4 
“4 
2 
Q 
- 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


for which the body seceded, now appear likely to be attained 
by safer and more general means. True it is, that other ad- 
vocates of ameliorations in public worship, who did not venture 
to plunge into heterodoxy for the attainment of them, have 
long been complaining of the rashness which, by making all 
amelioration seem dangerous, has delayed every movement, even 
under — in that direction. 

Another indication to be observed, is the progressive con- 
solidation of the Chief Rabbi's influence over, not merely the 
home, but also the colonial congregations, so that there can 
scarcely be said at this day to exist any danger from those 
erratic tendencies in other communities, to which the Burton 
Street movement was to have given the impulse. That body, if it 
stand longer aloof—at least as a separatist congregation —will be 


still more isolated than heretofore; and while it appears to | 


make no accessions of which its advocates would like to boast, | 


some even of the original members, whether from removals or 
other causes, have left Burton Street and reverted to the 
orthodox synagogue. 

All these phenomena combined, will perhaps account for the 
alleged prevalence of a desire and an expectation, that the Burton 
Street congregation may be induced, at no distant day, to join 
the community of the united synagogues. 


Board of Deputies.—On the return of Sir Moses Montefiore 
from his Russian mission, the presidency of this important 
board, which had devolved meanwhile upon Mr. David Salo- 
mons, was resigned by that gentleman with a view to the 
re-election of the worthy Baronet. After two unsuccessful 
attempts to form a quorum, nine members, the minimum 
number, assembled on Wednesday last, in the Vestry Room 
of the Bevis Marks’ Synagogue, and unanimously re-elected 
Sir Moses Montefiore to the « ice which he has so honorably 
discharged for several years. : 


Jews in Military Service.-—The outbreak of the Kaffirs at 
the Cape of Good Hope, has cost that colony the life of a 
respected citizen and brave officer, in Field-Commandant J. D. 
Norden,* a member of the small Jewish community settled at 
Graham’s Town. The local journals, a file of which to the 
16th May has reached London, give a circumstantial account of 
his intrepidity, in command of a small expeditionary force. It 
appears that he was betrayed by his gallantry into a dangerous 

roximity to the enemy, one of whom shot him through the 
head from behind a rock. The force, thus deprived of its 
brave commander, and ambuscaded by larger numbers, was 
obliged to retreat, until, aided by reinforcements, they returned 
and recovered his remains, awfully mutilated by the savages, 
and conveyed them to his home, where they were interred with 
all honors by his Jewish brethren, followed by all the officers 
in garrison, and by a large concourse of inhabitants. The 
local journal, which recites these details in a truly feeling 
manner, adds, by way of comment, that the incident of a Jew 
taking so prominent a position in British warfare in the com- 
mon defence, is especially worthy of record. The same remark 
has been copied by several London journals, and therefore, lest 
it should be supposed that such incidents are of rare occurrence, 
we recall to memory the enthusiasm with which all ranks of 
Jews volunteered for military service at the time of the appre: 
hended invasion by Napoleon. In Canada, and in the West 
Indies, Jews have frequently rendered good service in the field ; 
and the number of commissions held there by Jewish gare: 
men is, at this day, much beyond the ratio of their numbers to 
the rest of the population. The highest testimony has also been 
borne to the bravery and good discipline of the Jews in our 
Anglo-Indian army. These illustrations are all connected with 
the British service ; else, were we put to the proof of a consti- 
tutional bravery in the modern compatriots of the Maccabees, 
it would be easy to cite the records of most of the great wars 
for freedom on the European continent; especially Poland, 
Holland, Prussia, and France. Indeed our French contempo- 


raries are every now and then rejoicing in some new distinction 


* Mr. N.’s name is found in the list of subscribers to this journal. 
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attained by Jewish officers in the French army. In Algeria, 
they are found at least as ardent and as successful in the pursuit 
of La gloire, as are their comrades of other creeds. In detailing 
these facts, we would by no means be understood to vaunt the 
equal proneness to aggressive warfare which they prove 
against the Jewish iallars nor do we seek to vindicate the 
raising of his hand against his fellow man, except in the 
defensive service of his country. May God in His mercy avert 
from us, and from all nations, the crime of war; and may the 
Jew, everywhere, find his fitter vocation in the van of liberated 
commerce, and at the head of the civilisation to which his own 


Bible is the flag, rather than in leading military columns in the 
march of destruction and death! 


COLONIAL AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


New York ; July.—The corner stone for anew JewishSynagogue, 
in Wooster-street, between Prince and Spring-streets, was laid 
yesterday afternoon with the usual ceremonies. The pre- 
liminary services were had at 67, Franklin-street, and from 
thence a procession was formed which arrived upon the site of 
the new house of worship, about 5 p.m. Arriving upon the 
ground, an ode was sung, and the other rites necessary to the 
occasion performed by the Rev. S. M. Isaacs, assisted by the 
Trustees, when the corner stone was laid with the solemn and 
imposing services of the Jewish faith, The Rev. gentleman 
first deposited in a lead box the names of the Trustees and 
pew holders, and that of the architect; also a Hebrew Bible 
and Prayer book, together with a copy of the several Jewish 
publications in various portions of the globe, with a number of 
other articles. The box was then closed and placed in its 
receptacle, the whole being covered with a massive free-stone 
slab, upon which was an inscription in Hebrew. An address 
was then pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Isaacs, from the jirs¢ 
volume of Samuel—7-12, Our position was such that we 
could not hear the words of the text chosen by the reverend 
speaker, but the corresponding verse of the English Bible 
seeming so appropriate, we give it below : 

“Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us.” 

The address was a highly meritorious and liberal production, 
evidently emanating from a heart fraught with noble and cha- 
ritable sentiment, and was listened to with extreme attention 
by a large concourse of people of all denominations. At the 
conclusion another ode was given, and the assembly dispersed. 
The building is to be called the *‘ Synagogue of the Gates of 
Prayer ;” it is to be built of free-stone, neatly finished, and 


will present a front of fifty feet, with a depth of eighty-five. . 


The cost is estimated at 20,000 dollars.—New York Morning 
News. 

*“* The Conclave of Destructives,’’—W hether the title has been 
aptly applied to the small assembly of Jewish functionaries 
who, under the style of ‘‘ The Rabbiner Versammlung,” have 


Just held their third meeting at Breslau, may be gleaned from 


the following particulars published in the Orient. The hete- 


rodox tendencies of the former meetings at Brunswick and at - 


Frankfort will be within the memory of our readers, as also that 
those tendencies have been the avowed grounds of a secession 
from their body on the part of more consistent members. On 
this last occasion, three more gentlemen, sufficiently ‘‘free’’ in 
their opinions, have nevertheless deemed it due to their reputa- 
tions to decline attendance ; and even the Berlin ‘ Reform As- 
sociation’ has repudiated the fraternization so solemnly declared 
at the last meeting. Letters from Breslau report that twenty- 
four gentlemen only have attended, of whom two arrived by 
the train at }1 o’clock on Friday night! Dr. Geiger was chosen 
president, and Dr, Stein, vice. The meetings have been held in 
a Café Restaurant, and the pious inhabitants were much scanda- 
lized by the ‘ Rabbis’ eating on the fast of the seventeenth of 
Thammuz (‘ Fast of the fourth month,’ Zech.) The publication of 
their proceedings by independent reporters was interdicted, and 
admission refused to those supposed to have that object. Dr. 
Holdheim has formally proposed the transfer of the Sabbath to 
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the more convenient day of Sunday ; and the proposition has 
not been scouted from the meeting !—nay, such has been the 
* pro ’ of those concerned, that it was only rejected (this 
time) by the vote of a majority. The next following step was 
to be the abrogation of the second days of Festivals. 

The German (Christian) papers lay stress upon the fact, that 
while so few take part at this reforming conclave, there have 
been 200 or 300 Rabbis of all nations protesting against its 

oceedings, besides 36 who have promulgated a similar protest 

the Holy Land. 


The Russo-Polish Jews.—The Conversionist ‘ Voice of 
Israel has the following remark. 

‘‘In common with many others, we have felt disappointed 
at the want of specific information respecting the civil con- 
dition of the Jews in Russia, in the accounts transmitted by 
Sir Moses Montefiore to this country. We naturally wished 
to know, whether the statements which have appeared in the 
Jewish journals were correct or exaggerated.” 

Cracow ; Oppressions.—The situation of the Jews of Cracow 
has, since the last insurrection, become very melancholy, ‘The 
recently imposed tax for the maintenance of the garrison, 
weighs upon them more heavily than upon the rest of the 
inhabitants; for it is levied according to the ratio of the poll- 
tax, which amounts to 50,000 florins; a sum more considerable 
than that paid by the whole Christian population. Business 
being very bad, and the Jews as a body very poor, such taxes 
must soon prove ruinous; and indeed they have already been 
obliged to implore the benevolence of their foreign co-re- 
ligionists. A contribution of 6000 florins received from Vienna 
did not go far, having to be divided between 1800 families, 
All the pi who were imprisoned on suspicion of having 
taken part in the late insurrection, have been liberated, except 
the advocate, Krzepicki, who, at the command of the Dictator 
Tyssowski, had delivered in the synagogue a discourse in favor 
of the insurrection. The prohibition against the Jews going 
to town on the Sunday, which had not been enforced during 
the insurrection, has again been renewed.—Ovrvent. 


The Insurrection in Galicia, though it entailed heavy pe- 
cuniary losses upon the Jews, and even ruined many families, 
was yet productive of a boon to that oppressed people. Form- 
erly, the Jews had not been permitted to farm either the estates 
of nobles, or any large piece of ground. But now, as the 
dread of the peasants deters the nobles from the cultivation 
of their own grounds, or even from residence on their own 


estates, they have petitioned government to allow them to let | 


their estates to Jews. Many of these are said to have availed 
themselves of the permission.—Orient. 


Synagogue Music.—Distinguished as many Jews are in the art 
of music and composition, there are yet but few who have 
bestowed attention upon synagogue music. An honorable ex- 
ception however to this class, is the well known Antoine Berlin, 
of Amsterdam. This gentleman, who is now giving, with great 
success, concerts at Paris, has devoted much time and talent 
to our own sacred music. He deserves therefore to be favor- 
ably mentioned in a Jewish periodical.—Orient. 


Berlin Municipality.— Among the town deputies of Berlin 
lately elected, there are two Jews. Herr Veit, one of those 
returned, is an elder of the congregation.—Z. d. J. 


Hanover.—Government makes a grant of 800 dollars towards 
the support of the establishment for training Jewish teachers, 
Subscriptions from private individuals continue to flow in 
liberally. The Chambers have recommended to government 
the petition of the Jews, for the removal of their disabilities, 


Mons. Crémieux.—It is reported that this gentleman will 


go to Syria, and that he intends to do something for the Jewish 
schools.--Orient, 


Rabbinical Seminary.—We observe that our Altona con- 
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tem , the “ Zreue Zion’s Wachter,” proposes a semina 

to be established in some convenient part of Germany, for the 
training of eligible young men for the Rabbinical office The 
project is wholly in the interest of the orthodox body of rag 
and it is proposed that established synagogues, as wel] ie 
private individuals, making a certain annual contribution th 
the undertaking, should have the right to nominate Pupils upon 
the establishment. Our readers will remember the proposal 
in our first annual volume, of a somewhat analogous plan in 
this country, for the training of young men to the Jewish 
ministry. It is gratifying to find the public attention thus 
called to one of the great wants of our times, and we ho 

that our contemporary’s proposition will find favor, as also 


that the urgent need to train ministers competent to preach, 


and impressively to perform the synagogue service, ma 

be likewise provided for in the Rabbinical seminary now 
proposed. ‘The plan is promulgated anonymously ; but a Ger. 
man paper ascribes a similar project to the pious young scion of 
the Rothschild family, whose visit to England we lately noticed. 


The Lissa Rabbi's Compilation of the Daily Prayers, is 
well known and esteemed work, very generally preferred by 
the pious learned, because of the compendium of p19 which 
it contains. A correspondent of the 7. Z. W., who subscribes 
himself ‘* Samuel Jadesohn, Rabbinical Assessor (34) at Wres- 
chen,” expresses his surprise that the work should have been 
so generally circulated in many editions, for ten years, without 
any competent person undertaking a revision of it. He jus. 
tifies his surprise by the citation of certain passages from the p13”, 
as given by the Lissa Rabbi, which he contends are directly 
at variance with the yy and as -proved by 
extracts from those authorities ;—variations extending to py 
professedly given upon those same authorities, and therefore 
consequent upon a misconception of the text. Thus it is that - 
Doctors differ.”’ 


Frankfort, 6th dug.—‘‘ According to the laws which have 
hitherto governed the Jews in this city, the right of marrying 
is scored only by the eldest sons of families, and only two of 
them in a year can marry foreign Jewesses; the others if they 
wish to marry being compelled to choose their partners among 
their co-religionists of Frankfort. The senate of Frankfort have 
just passed a law, by way of experiment, and for ten years only, 
by which the annual number of marriages between the eldest 
sons of Jewish families with foreign persons may be increased 
when the wife brings a dowry of at least 50,000 florins (£5000), 
or when the intended marriage will be advantageous either to | 
the city of Frankfort or to the Jewish community in that city. 
The same law fixes at 1500 florins (£150) the duties to be paid 
for the dispensation of such marriage, and declares the Jewesses 
of Frankfort who marry foreign Jews will, by their marriage, 
lose the rights acquired by them in that city.”—Morn. Herald. 


The New Pope, among other indications of his tolerant spirit, 
has, by an ordonnance of the 15th inst., declared that “Jews in 
distress may share the alms distributed by order of his I! oliness. 
The Jewish deputation which went up to congratulate the 


ae was kindly received.” (Extracted from the Morning 
ost. | 


Conversion Tactics.—A correspondent to the 4. Z, d. J. in 
characterising the abominable practices of certain parties styling 
themselves Christians, who, in their attempts to apostatise Jews 
from their faith, shrink from no consequence whatever, says, 
‘““ When at Jassy children are kidnapped, baptised, and kept 
from their parents, such proceedings may be ascribed to the 
low state of intellectual culture prevailing among that popula- 
tion. But instances of such barbarism occur also in the Papal 
states, at Modena, and in Piedmont. The children of the Jews 
are there given over to the discretion of nurses and domestics. 
If one of these performs the rites of baptism gn Jewish children, 
itis valid. Theclergy immediately seize Each baptised children, 
and demand from the father their portion. The laws, it is true, 


| are against it; the perpetrator is punished, but the act remains 
| valid.”—The correspondent then alludes to a recent instance 
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af a similar character, in which the _ (a woman) under | 


the protection of the Jesuits, defie 
could not reach her. 

The Rabbiner Versammlung just held at Breslau, has con- 
sisted of 24 persons, Dr. Geiger being their president, Drs. 
Zunz and Jost declined to be present. No reporters were to 
be admitted to their meetings. The assembly has proceeded 
in its destructive career. Dr. Holdheim, one of its most con- 
spicuous members, has actually proposed the transfer of the 
Sabbath to Sunday! The most remarkable incident of its 
eareer this _ is, the separation which took place between 
the Berlin Reformverein and this body. This was notified by 
a letter to the meeting, and it produced an unpleasant effect. 


Assembly of Orthodox Theologians.—The proposal of this 
assembly by Dr. Frankel, of Dresden, is daily gaining favor; 
many eminent scholars have already signified their intention 
to attend, and mcst salutary results for the cause of Judaism 
are anticlpated.—Orient. 

A later number of the same journal gives a list of those en- 
gaged to attend the meeting. Among these we observe the 
following names: Rabbi S. L. Rapaport of Prague; Rabbi 
Aaron Fuld of Frankfort a-M. Dr. Sachs of Berlin; Dr. Bo- 
denheimer of Crefeld; Rabbi H. Fassel of Prossnitz; Dr. 
Hirschfeld of Wollstein; Dr. S. Meyer of Hanover; Dr. I. 
Kampf of Prague; Rabbi G. Tiktin of Breslau; Dr. D: Cassel 
of Berlin; Dr. Julius J iirst, editor of the Orient: Dr. B. Beer: 
Dr. Z. Frankel of Dresden, the convener of the meeting; and 
aie Adler of Frankfort a-M., brother of our own Chief 

abbi. 


he power of the law which 
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The following are the Additional Documents referred to in No. 133. 


Montego Bay, 5th June, 1846. 


To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 
Sir,—As an act of fairness to the congregation Beth Yahacob, 
I request you will publish the enclosed reply to a * Declara- 
tion’ in your paper, No. 127, 24th April, 1846, and also the 
extract from our minute book. I remain your obedient servant, 
Samau G. CoRINALDE, 


President, K. K. Beth Yahacob. 


Extract from the Mimute Book. 


“ At a general meeting, 3rd February, 1846, It was resolved, 
—That this meeting highly approves of the answer of our re- 
spected Treasurer to the Chairman of our Jewish brethren, 
who had at a meeting held at the house of Cecil L. Isaacs, Esq. 
on the 10th and 15th January last, entered into a Declaration, 
a copy of which is now before this meeting, and who tender 
their best thanks to that valued officer for the same.” 

Vera Copia. Rosert Nunes, Hon. Secretary. 


Montego Bay, 3rd February, 1846, 8 a. M. 

Dear Sir,—I had the honour last evening to receive your 
letter of yesterday’s date, inclosing a declaration, and a copy of 
resolutions agreed to at meetings of certain members of the 
K. K. Beth Yahacob, held on the 10th and 15th ult., and of 
which you were Chairman. I shall lay these documents before 
a general meeting of the members of the said Synagogue, con- 
vened by circular, issued some days since, for this morning at 
10 4.m. Inthe meantime, I feel myself called upon not even 
to let this opportunity pass without protesting against the said 
declaration on several grounds. 

Firstly, —Because the meeting was a partial and secret one, 
and consequently other resident members, who may hold simi- 
lar opinions to those contained in the Declaration, were not 
allowed the opportunity of joining therem, or of explaining 
why they may not have considered it necessary to do so. 

Secondly,— Because the Declaration sets forth certain general 
principles which have never been regularly brought before any 
other meeting, and the formal enunciation of these principles 
by one portion of the members, naturally leaves the inference 
that other members who have not signed that Declaration pro- 
fess the opposite or adverse principles. 

Thirdly,—That there has been, and is, sufficient power under 
our rules and resolutions, to have checked any variation from 
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established usage ;—that it does not appear any such power haw 
been invoked ;—that the officers now under resiguation, whe 
have signed the Declaration, had in their own hands, under our 
rules, the means of checking the evil they had complained of, 
and that, therefore, this Declaration, without having first tred 
the regular course of proceeding, is uncalled for. 
Fourthly,—That there never has been (to my knowledge # 
least) any motion submitted on the question of the variation 
from the ritual, or departure from the established usage, simoe 
the resolution which was adopted declaring that there should 
not be any change without the sanction of the bench and twe- 
thirds of the vestry, (except on a matter which was referred te 
competent authority and not yet brought to a decision. That 
the resolution referred to gave the strougest protection eganuest 
the innovations complained of, and was a fair criterion of the 
opinion of the general body, and that there is, therefore, « 
degree of unfairness in the assumption by a portion of the 
members, that opinions on so important a question have been 
since elicited by the votes on another matter, without givme 
others an opportunity of expressing their views clearly on th 
subject. 
Fifthly,—That, judging from the information of Vanous per- 
sons of different shades of opinions, there had not been am 
recent variation from the ritual, beyond that which had bees 
in operation for some months, and apparently submitted to by 
common consent, until approved of, or condemned by, tix 
authorities to which it had been referred; and, in the absence 
of any new motion on the subject, it cannot be said that Us 


tle 


| resignation of officers arose out of the question of reform a8 « 


is commonly called.) Such as is the subject of the Deeclarat» 
it arose more immediately out of a vestry proceeding. of 


the construction of a resolution of vestry, on the subject of th 
voluntary resignation of the Rey. Mr. Carillon, and his sub» 
quent withdrawal of same ; the particulars of which uecd 


be detailed here; and therefore, there does not appeas 
particular necessity at this moment for the Declaration, i 
any recent proceedings or any peculiar recent Circumstanecs 

In the very short time allowed me between the reece.pt 
your communication and the meeting before which | have ° 
submit it, I have hurriedly thrown these remarks togethe:s 
self defence, for 1 cannot think it altogether fair to be thos 
forced, as it were, Into a position neither taken up nor contem- 
plated by me. 

Your communication just received is the very first inuumat» 
I have had of your Declaration, and [ have no doubt there are 
others similarly situated. Besides the objections already stated, 
on the grounds of the partiality and the absence of any mume- 
diate necessity for your Declaration, I have a still stronger om 
on the ground of its tendency to promote discord and disuniwn 
where nought but harmony and union should prevail. My 
object has ever been to promote union among us; I, therefore. 
regret exceedingly the step which you have taken, as one whieh 
may unhappily lead to widen differences that might pessrtyls 
have been easily healed under another course; somethmg t 
promote this desirable end might at least have been tried betom 
you resolved to use every means within your reach to publish 
so far and wide our dissensions, if such do unfortunately exes 
Should it be still within your power to delay the publications 
and circulars to public bodies, directed under your resolutions, 
I hope you will take it upon yourself to do so, for the purpose 
of first making some attempt at mutual conciliation between 
parties who must all be warmly interested in one holy under- 


taking; and who should not venture its utter destruction on 


slight considerations. In so good and sacred a cause, | wi'! 
not too readily despair, but still hope and pray that, with th» 
help of our Heavenly Father, this temporary breach may sows 
be closed up, and that we may shortly be re-united and join | 
a brotherly spirit with renewed vigour, to establish the hous 
which we have just consecrated to God our Father. 1 am, 
dear Sir, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Geo. L. Puiiuies, 

Treasurer, K. K, Beth Yahacob. 
To Cecil L. Isaacs, Esq. Chairman of the Meeting, &c. 

P.S.—I should have wished you to have favoured me with 
your communication earlier, so as to have given more time for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 2 
| 
| 


majority abide near the synagogues. They are allowed to 
appear in whatever sort of dress may please them, and to wear 
turbans of any colour except green; and but: for the frequent 
~ recurrence of the plague, to which all alike are exposed, and the 
many recent disturbances of war, their condition under Mook- 
hammad Ali would, as they say, be a very happy one. During 
our conversation the Chief Rabbi informed me that some of the 
Arabic Sheykhs in his neighbourhood wefe sie affable and 
good-natured to him; and that many of the Mookhamedans, as 
well as his own people, often sought, in a friendly manner, 
his advice relative to the management of their respective 
— and for the amicable settlement of disputes amongst 
them. 


Relations of Judaism to the State. 


The Editor of the Univers Jsraélite, in an able reply to cer- 
tain attacks, made upon the Synagogue by a French prelate, 
makes the following severe remarks :— | 
‘‘ The presence of Israel all over the world is an evident 

sroof that our religiou can exist with and in cee whatever 

e the position accorded to it, free or oppressed, it exists as 
moral principles, whether they be respected or violated by 
passion and vice. Revealed to our ancestors by the Creator of 
the human race, the Jewish religion assures happiness to all 
humanity, and penetrates into the blood and life of all society. 

It commands us to protect. the widow and the orphan, the 

stranger and the poor, to show compassion to all, and love to 

our enemies. It has more love for the working classes than 
any other religion or legislation. It has instituted the Sabbath for 
weekly repose ;—not that repose which tolerates certain work, 
which has produced the deplorable sight of unfortunate work- 
people chained to their labour, without ceasing even on the 
Sunday, and never having a moment to raise their souls and 
hearts to God; but an entire repose that rigorously forbids the 
least occupation, as thus instituted in the Decalogue—*‘ The 
seventh day is a repose sacred to the Eternal, thy God; on this 
day thou shalt do no manner of work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, nor thy servant.’ The Jewish religion orders us 
hot to retain for one single night the salary of the workman ; 

(Levit. xix. 13.) It has given equality-to all men, and admitted 

all classes of society to the organization and constitution of the 

state. (Deut. xxix. 9.) The first Hebrew-king was chosen 

_ from the people. It holds in horror all violence in religious 

matters, and does not favor proselytism. Itis thus that ours 

is an eminently social religion, which will be eternally the model 


and greatness of the human species. It is thus that Israel 
fulfils its high destiny in accomplishing the divine mission, 
which said—‘ Be a race of priests,’ and which dispersed it 
over the face of the earth, to teach people the knowledge of 
God and man. -Whether this knowledge is imparted directly 
or through other religions, signifies not; Judaism is always the 
source of all truth, the sun that illuminates all other lights. 
If we go into a country where the Jew enjoys the rights of a 
citizen, we shall find our religion one of the moral powers of 
_the state, one of the elements on which repose its present and 
‘ future welfare. ‘The country has not to deal with a strange 
_ power, with which it is necessary to treat and negociate, but 
with an auxiliary, faithful and friendly, that will contribute all 
its strength to the temporal and spiritual happiness of the 
nation. 
‘‘The respect which-the ancient Hebrew had for the institu- 
tions of the 
from God, and as making part of his religious belief,) he bas 
transferred to the institutions of the country that -has become 
to him a new home. | 
' at the sight of the monarch he praises God. For the Israelite, 
the state is the expression and personification of justice, liberty 
and morality ; withhim, religious and political principles can- 
‘not be separated, neither in the respect and obedience of the 
citizen, nor in the veneration and submission of the believer. 
It is in this sense that our Rabbis said: ‘The law of the coun- 


try is obligatory ;’ and that Jeremiah gave this remarkable com- 
mand-to the Jews exiled in Babylon :—‘ Build houses to live 
in, cultivate gardens and eat the fruit; contribute to the hap- 
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To him the laws of the state are sacred :- 


passed 


_ for all legislations, the condition and guarantee -of the security | 


oly Land, (considering them as having emanated } 


of postponing the original Sabbath to the Gentile 


that certain ameliorations, so far as public. wors ip is concerned, 


piness of the place I have brought you to, pray to God for its 
welfare, for in its prosperity you will ind yours.” (Jer, xxj 

5 & 7.) In other words ;—attach yourself in body and spirit “a 
your fellow citizens, to your new country, and be a faithful 
and devoted member of the great family that has adopted you 
This is what the Jewish religion demands from us, [t has 
not instituted at Jerusalem an apostolic monster power, to 
extend its arm and influence over every country where there 
are Jews, and with a single word to shut- the synagogues of 
the world, and deprive the state of a portion of its moral ele. 
ments, by estranging the hearts .of one part of its children, 
No! the Jewish religion ig: eminently patriotic, eminently 
national; it expects nothing from the stranger, and if it couter. 
plates a better future, it comprises in its hopes all mankind 
praying God that the day may arrive when the whole human 
race shall form but one single family, the day when the lam) 
shall_repose in peace by the side of the wolf.”* | 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Religious Opinions Relief Bill.— This measure, already 

y the House of Lords, is now progressing, under the 
Government charge, (as anticipated in our last,) through the 
lower House, and with little doubt of a successful issue. The 
opposition, qualified as it is, appears altogether directed to the 
bearing of the bill upon the — influence over English 
Catholics; and no one now begrudges to the Jews the relief 
which they will receive from the measure. The anti-Catholic 
party eoeld seem to have made up their minds that, in ques- 
tions which have incidentally a religious bearing,. the -sym- 
pathies of the Jewish body would be much more likely to be 
found enlisted on the Pfotestant side than on the other. The 
remarks in our last, on the clerical petition to Parliament, to 
forbid the public exhibition of pictorial representations of the 


Deity, have been regarded as a confirmation of the view above 
alluded to. 


The Burton-Street Secession.—Public gossip would seem to 
be very busy in drawing conclusions from passing incidents, - — 
leading just now to the necessary intercommunication of the 
Chief Rabbi with members of the Secession congregation. 
The judgment; as to the direction of atmospheric currents, that 
is formed upon the movement in them of light bodies, has 
always been deemed analogous to the deductions, as to the 
existence and force of the under currents of social polity, drawn 
from the accidental circumstances of the day. Without pre- 
tending to any of that-occult knowledge of the skies which 
ig id to be incompatible with a more general knowledge, 
we may yet venture to record two or three observations, on 
which a chapter of probabilities may be constructed. __ 

First of all, let us be cautious not to confound the circum- 
stances attendant on a marriage celebrated this week, with 
those which characterised the intermarriage case of some months 
back, known as the ‘Angel case.” There are broad marks 
of difference in the two cases which appear likely to be over- 
looked, and which afford a wider scope to the conciliatory 
disposition of the authorities, without compromising their con- 
sistency. 

This premised, let us recognize the significance of that hope- 
ful spirit to which many give expression, and the manifest 
satisfaction with which every indication of $ peer cha- 
racter is now hailed by those who once had credit for a different . 


feeling. Thus even the slightest symptom of a reconciliation 
of the Seceders to the Synagogue is now ca ht at: by the 


public, and exaggerated into importance. Suc is at leasta — 
favorable aspect. 


Again, the conscientious members of the Secession body are 
said to entertain a natural alarm at the strides of seceders 10 
other countries, as witness the Berlin, Frankfort, and Breslau 
=.0vements. .In the last named place, the convenience 
adopting the most considerable of the Burton Street deviations,. 


(see another column) stood in order next after the convenience 
first-day obser- 


vance. The Seceders may also be amerenning 9 expectation, 


| 
> 
~ 


é THE VOICE OF JACOB. 
for which the body seceded, now appear likely to be attained 


by safer and more general means. True it is, that other ad- 
yocates of ameliorations in public worship, who did not venture 
_ to plunge into heterodoxy for the attainment of them, have. 
long been complaining of ‘the rashness which, by making all 
amelioration seem dangerous, has delayed every movement, even 

ynder authority, in that direction. | 
Another indication to be observed, is the progressive con- 
solidation of the Chief Rabbi's influence over, not merely the 
home, but also the colonial congregations, so that there can 
scarcely be said at this day to exist any danger from those 
erratic tendencies in other communities, to which the Burton 
Street movement was to have given the impulse. That body, if it 
stand longer aloof—at least as a separatist congregation —will be 
still more isolated than heretofore; and while it ‘appears to | 
make no. accessions of which its advocates would like to boast, | 
some even of the original members, whether from removals or | 
other causes, have left Burton Street and reverted.-to the | 

All these phenomena combined, will perhaps account for the 
alleged prevalence of a desire and an expectation; that the Burton 
Street congregation may be induced, at no distant day, to join 
the community of the united synagogues. 
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attained by Jewish officers in the French army. In Algeria, 
they are found at least as ardent and as successful in the pursuit 
of La gloire, as are their comrades of other creeds. In detailing 
these facts, we would by no means be understood to vaunt the 
equal proneness to aggressive warfare which they prove 
against the Jewish sabdler ; nor do we seek to vindicate the.. 
raising of his hand against his fellow man, except in the 
defensive service of his country. May God in His mercy avert. — 
from us, and from all nations, the crime of war; and may the - 
Jew, everywhere, find his fitter vocation in the van of liberated 
commerce, and at the head of the civilisation to which his own 
Bible-is the flag, rather than in leading military columns in the 
march of destruction and death! | 


COLONIAL AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

New York ; July.—Tlie comerstone for anew JewishSynagogue, 

in Wooster-street, between -Prince and Spring-streets, was laid 

yesterday afternoon with the usual ceremonies. The pre-— 
liminary services were had at 67, Franklin-street, and from 
thence a procession was formed which arrived upon the site of 
the new house of worship, about 5 p.m. Arriving upon the 

ground, an ode was sung, and the other rites necessary to the 


Board of Deputies.—On the return of Sir Moses Montefiore 
from his Russian mission, the presidency of this important 
board, which had devolved meanwhile upon Mr. David Salo- 
mons, was resigned by that gentleman with a view to the 
re-election of the worthy Baronet. After two unsuccessful 
attempts to form a quorum, nine members, the minimum 
number, assembled on Wednesday last, in the Vestry Koom 
of the’ Bevis Marks’ Synagogue, and unanimously re-elected 
Sir~Moses Montefiore to the office which he has so honorably 
discharged for several years. : 


Jews in 
the Cape of G Hope, has cost that colony the life ofa 
respected citizen and brave officer, in Field-Commandant J. D. 


Norden,* a member of the small Jewish community settled at j 


Graham’s Town. The local journals, a file of which to the 
* 16th May has reached London, give a circumstantial account of 
his intrepidity, in command of a small expeditionary force. It 
appears that he was betrayed by his gaiiantry into a dangerous 

roximity to the enemy, one of whom shot him through the 

ead from behind a rock. The force, thus deprived of its 
brave commander, and ambuscaded by larger numbers, was 
obliged to retreat, until, aided by reinforcements, they returned 
and recovered his remains, awfully mutilated by the savages, 
and conveyed them to his home, where they were interred with 
all honors by his Jewish brethren, followed by all the officers 
in garrison, and by a large concourse of inhabitants. The 
local journal, which recites these details in a truly. feeling 
manner, adds, by way of comment, that the incident of a Jew 
taking so prominent a position in British warfare in the -com- 
‘ane dalialon is especially worthy of record. The same remark 
has been copied by several London journals, and therefore, lest 
it should be supposed that such incidents are of rare occurrence, 
we recall to memory the enthusiasm with which all ranks of 

Jews volunteered for military service at the time of the appre- 
- Hended invasion by Napolean.- In Canada, and in the West 
Indies, Jews have trequently 6 good service in the field ; 
and the number of commissions held there by Jewish gentle- 
men is, at this day, much beyond the ratio of their numbers to 
the rest of the population. The-highest iestimony has also been 
borne to the bravery and good discipline of the Jews in our 
Anglo-Indian army. These illustrations are all connected-with 
the British service ; else, were we put to the proof of a consti- 
tutional bravery in the modern compatriots of the Maccabees, 
it would be easy to cite the records of most of the great wars 
for freedom on the European continent; especially Poland, 
Holland; Prussia, and France. Indeed our French contempo- 
raries are every now and then rejoicing in some new distinction 


- © Mr. N.’s name is found in the list of subscribers to this journal. 


occasion performed by the Rev. S. M. Isaacs, assisted by the 
Trustees, when the corner stone was laid with the solemn and 
imposing services of the Jewish faith, The Rev. gentleman 
first deposited in a lead box the names of: the Trustees and 
pew holders, and that of the architect; also a Hebrew Bible 
and Prayer book, together with a copy of the several Jewish 
publications in various portions of the slabs. with a number of 
other articles. The box was then closed and placed in its 
receptacle, the whole being covered with a massive free-stone 
slab, upon which was an inscription in Hebrew. An addregs 
was then pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Isaacs, from the first 
tolume of Samuel—7-12. Qur position was such that we 


he Kaffirs at pcould not hear the words of the text chosen by the reverend 


speaker, but the corresponding versé of the English Bible 
seeming so appropriate, we give it below : 3 

“ Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us.” | 

The address was a highly meritorious and liberal production, 
evidently emanating from a heart fraught with noble and cha- 
ritable sentiment, and was listened to with extreme attention 
by a large concourse of people of all denominations. At the 
conclusion another ode was given, and the assembly dispersed. 
The building is to be called the ‘“* Synagogue of the Gates of 
Prayer ;” it is to be built of free-stone, neatly finished, and - 
will present a front of fifty feet, with a depth of eighty-five. 
a cost is estimated at 20,000 dollars.—New Fork Morning 

ere. 

‘“* The Conclave of Destructives,“—W hether the title has been. 
aptly applied to the small assembly of Jewish functionaries 
who, under the style of ** The Rabjiner Versammlung,” have 
just held their third meeting at Breslau, may_be gleaned from 
the following particulars published in the Orient The hete- 
rodox tendencies of the former meetings at Brunswick and at 
Frankfort will be within the memory of our readers, as also that 
those tendencies have been the avowed grounds of a secession 
from their body on the part of more consistent members. On 
this last occasion, three mere gentlemen, sufficiently “free” in 
their opinions, have nevertheless deemed it due to their reputa- 
tions to decline attendance ; and even the Berlin ‘ Reform As- | 
sociation ’ has repudiated the fraternization so solemnly declared 
at the last meeting. Letters from Breslau report that twenty- 


four gentlemen. only have attended, of whom two arrived by 


the train at }1 o'clock on Friday night! Dr. Geiger was chosen 
president, and Dr. Stein, vice. The meetings have been held in 
a Café Restaurant and the pious inhabitants were much scanda- 
lized by the ‘ Rabbis’ a on the fast of the seventeenth of 
Thammuz (‘ Fast of the fourth month,’ Zech.) The publication of 
their proceedings by independent reporters was interdicted, and 

admission refused to those supposed to have that object. Dr.. 


Holdheim has formally proposed the transfer of the Sabbath to 


| at 
| 
| 
} 
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to 
while 
been 


~bemg very bad, and the Jews asa body very 
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the more 
not been scouted from the meeting !—nay, such has been the 
: ’ of those concerned, that it was only rejected (this 
fey Gate a The next following step was 
be the of the second days of Festivals. 
The German (Christian) papers lay stress upon the fact, that 
so few take part at this reforming conclave, there have 
200 or 300 Rabbis of all nations protesting against its 
ings, besides 36 who have promulgated a similar protest 
the Holy Land. . | 


The Russo-Potsh Jews—The Conversionist “ Voice of 
Israel has the followimg remark. 

“In common with many others, we have felt disappointed 
at the want of specifie information respecting the civil con- 
dition of the Jews in Russia, in the accounts transmitted by 
Sir Moses Montefiore to this country. We naturally wished 
to know, whether the statements which have appeared in the 
Jewish journals were correct or erated.”’ 
Craconr: joms._—The situation of the Jews of Cracow 
has, since the insurrection, become very melancholy. The 
recently imposed tax for the maintenance of the garrison, 
weighs upon them more heavily than upon the rest of the 
inhabitants; for it is levied according to the ratio of the poll- 
tax, which amounts to 50,900 florins; a sum more considerable 
than that paid by the whole Christian population: Business 
poor, such taxes 
must soon prove ruinous; and indeed they have already been 
obliged to implore the benevolence of their foreign co-re- 

10n A contribution of 6000 florins received from Vienna 
did not far, having to be divided between 1800 families. 
All the Jews who were imprisoned on suspicion of having 
taken part in the late imsurrection, have been liberated, except 
the advocate, Krzepicki, sho, at the command of the Dictator 
Tyssowski, had delivered in the synagogue a discourse in favor 
of the insurrection. The oo. against the Jews going 
to town on the Sunday, which had not been enforced during 
the insurrection, has again been renewed.—Orient. 


The Insurrection m Galicia, though it entailed heavy pe- 
cuniary losses upon the Jews,.and even ruined many families, 
was yet productive of a boon to that oppressed people. Form- 
erly, the Jews had not beer p--mitted to farm either the estates 
of nobles, or any large piece of ground. But now, as the 


dread of the deters the nobles from the pms + 
of therr own or even from residence on their ow 
estates, they have petitioned covernment to allow them 


their estates to Jews. Many of these are said to have av 


ed 
themselves of the permission —Orient. 


Synagogue Musie.—Distinguished as many Jews are in the art 
of music and composition, there are yet but few who have 
bestowed attention upon synagogue music. 
ception however to this class, 1s the well known Antoine Berlin, 
of Amsterdam. Ths who is now giving, with great 


- Success, concerts at Pars, has devoted much time and talent 
to our own sacred music. He deserves therefore to be favor- 


ably mentioned m a Jewssh periodical.—Orient. 
Bertin Municipality —Among the town deputies of Berlin 


‘lately elected, there are two Jews. Herr Yeit, one of those 


returned, is an elder of the congregation. —Z. d. J. 


Hanover. —Government makes a grant of 800 dollars towards 


the support of the establishment for training Jewish teachers. 


‘Subscriptions from private mdividuals continue to flow in 


hberally. The Chamers have recommended ‘to government 
the petition of the Jews, for the removal of their disabilities. 


Mons. is that this gentleman will 


- 


Rabbinical Seminary—We observe that our Altona con- 


go to Syria, and that he intends to do something for the Jewish 


An honorable 
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convenient day of Sunday ; and the proposition has | 


’ 


| 


temporary, the “ Treue Zion's Wachter,” proposes 


to be established in some convenient -part of 
training of eligible young men for the 
project is wholly in the interest of the orthodox body of Je 

and it is proposed that established synagogues, as well 
private individuals, making a certain annual contribution ™ 
the undertaking, should have the right to nominate pupils y ; 
the establishment. Our readers will remember the pro ae 
in our first annual volume, of a somewhat analogous plan ir, 
this country, for the training of young men to the Jewish 
ministry. It is gratifying to find the public attention thus 
called to one of the great wants of our times, and we hope 
that our contemporary’s. proposition will find favor, as als, 
that the urgent need to train ministers competent to pre 

and impressively to perform the synagogue service, may 
be likewise provided for in the Rabbinical seminary noy 
proposed. ‘The plan is promulgated anonymously ; but a Ger. 
man paper ascribes a similar project to the pious youn scion of 
the Rothschild family, whose visit to England we lately noticed. 


The Lissa Rabbi's Compilation of the Daily Prayers, is a 
well known and esteemed work, very generally preferred by 
the pious learned, because of the compendium of p34 which 
it contains. A correspondent of the 7. Z. W., who subscribes _ 
himself *‘ Samuel Jadesohn, Rabbinical Assessor (4) at Wres- 


a 
erman 
Rabbinical offi. the 


| chen,” expresses his surprise that the work should have been 


so generally circulated in many editions, for ten years, withou: 
any competent person undertaking a revision of it. He jus. 
tifies his surprise by the citation of certain es from the 23%, © 
as given by the Lissa Rabbi, which he contends are directly 


at variance with the and as proved by 


| 


| 


extracts, from those authorities ;—variations extending to >: 
professedly given upon those same-authorities, and theretore 


consequent upon a misconception of the text. Thus it ts that 
Doctors differ.” 


Frankfort, 6th dug.—* According to the laws which have 
hitherto governed the Jews in this city, the right of marrying 
is enjoyed only by the eldest sons of families, and only tre ot 
them in a year can marry foreign Jewesses ; the others if they 
wish to marry being compelled to choose their partners among 
their co-religionists of Frankfort. The senate of Frankfort have 


just passed a law, by way of experiment, and tor ten years only. 


by which the annual number of marriages between the eldes: 
sons of Jewish families with foreign persons may be-increased 
when the wife brings a dowry of at least 50,000 florins ‘£50, 
or when the intended marriage will be advantageous either tc 


cat: : the city of Frankfort or to the Jewish community in that city. 


The same law fixes at 1500 florins (£150) the duties to be paid 
for the dispensation of such marriage, and declares the Jewesses 
of Frankfort who marry foreign Jews will, by their marriace, 
lose the rights acquired by them in that city.”—Morn. Herald. 


The New Pope, among other indications of his tolerant spirit, 
has, by an ordonnance of the 15th inst., declared that “* Jews in 
distress may share the alms distributed by order of his Holiness. 
The Jewish deputation which went up to congratulate the 


| Pope, was kindly received.” (Extracted from the Morning 


Post. 


Conversion Tactics.—A correspondent to the 4. Z. d. J. in 
characterising the abominable practices of certain parties stylixg 
themselves Christians, who, in their attempts to apostatisa Jews 


| from their faith, shrink from no consequence whatever, says. 


“* When at -Jassy children are kidnapped, baptised, and kept 
from their parents, such proceedings may be ascribed to the 

low state of intellectual culture prevailing among that popula- 

tion. But instances of such barbarism occur also in the Papal re 
states, at Modena, and in Piedmont. The children of the Jews 
are there given over to the discretion of nurses and domestics. 
If one of these performs the rites of baptism gn Jewish children, 
itis valid. The clergy immediately seize such baptised children, 
and demand from the father their portion. The laws, it is true, 
are against it; the perpetrator is punished, but the.act remains 
valid.”—-The correspondent then alludes: to a recent insta 
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of a similar character, in which the perpetrator (a woman) under 
the protection of the Jesuits, defied t the power “ the 1 which 
could not reach her. 

The Rabbiner Versammlung. just held at Breslau, has con- 
sisted of 24 persons, Dr. Geiger being their president, Drs. 
Zunz and Jost declined to be present. No reporters were to 
be admitted to their meetings. The assembly has proceeded 
in its destructive career. Dr. Holdheim, one of its most con- 
spicuous members, has actually proposed the transfer of the 
Sabbath to Sunday! The most remarkable incident of its 
career this year is, the separation which took place between 
the Berlin Reformverein and this body. This was notified b 
a letter to the meeting, and it produced an unpleasant effect. 


Assembly of Orthodox Theologians.—Fhe proposal of this 
assembly by Dr. Frankel, of Dresden, is daily gaining favor; 
many eminent scholars have already signified their intention 
to attend, and mcst salutary results for the cause of Judaism 
are anticipated.—Orient. 

_ A later number of the same journal gives a list of those en- 
gaged to attend the meeting. Among these we observe the 
following names: Rabbi S. L. Rapaport of Prague; Rabbi 


Aaron Fuld of Frankfort a-M. Dr. Sachs of Berlin; Dr. Bo-. 


‘denheimer of Crefeld; Rabbi H. Fassel of Prossnitz; Dr. 
Hirschteld of Wollstein; Dr. S. Meyer of Hanover +-Dr. I. 
Kampf of Prague ; Rabbi G. Tiktin of Breslau; Dr. D. Cassel 
of Berlin; Dr. Julius Furst, editor of the Orient: Dr. B. Beer; 
Dr. .Z. Frankel of Dresden, the convener of the meeting; and 
Mr. oo Adler of Frankfort a-M., brother of our own Chief 
Rabbi. 


OUR LETTER.BOX. 


The following are the Additional Documents referred to in No. 133. > 


Montego Bay, 5th J une, 1846. 
To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 


Sir,—As an act of fairness to the congregation Beth Yahacob,_ 


I request you will publish the enclosed reply ~to a Declara- 
tion’ in your paper, No. 127, 24th April, 1846, and also the 
extract from our minute book. I remain your obedient servant, 
Samau G. CoRInaLpe, 
President, K. K. Beth Yahacob. 


Extract from the Minute Book. 


“ At a general meeting, 3rd February, 1846, It was resolved, 
—That this meeting highly approves of the answer of our re- 
spected Treasurer to the Chairman of our Jewish brethren, 
who had at a meeting held at the house of Cecil L. Isaacs, Esq. 
on the 10th and 15th January last, entered into a Declaration, 
a copy of which is now betore this meeting, and who tender 
their best thanks to that valued officer for the same.” 

Vera Copia. Ropert Nunes, Hon. Secretary. 


Montego Bay, 3rd February, 1846, 8 a. M. 

_. Dear Sir,—I had the honour last evening to receive your 
letter of yesterday's date, inclosing a declaration, and a copy of 
resolutions agreed to at mectings of certain members of the 
K. K. Beth Yahacob, held on the 10th-and 5th ult., and-of 
which you were Chairman. I shall lay these documents before 
@-general meeting of the members of the said Synagogue, con- 
vened by circular, issued some days since, for this morning at 
10 a.m. Inthe meantime, I feel myself called upon not even 
to let this opportunity pass without protesting against the said 

“Firstly,—Because the meeting was a partial and secreé one, 


' and consequently other resident members, who may hold simi- 


lar opinions to those contained in the Declaration, were not 
allowed the opportunity of joining therein, or of explaining 
why they may not have considered it necessary to do so. 
Secondly,— Because the Declaration sets forth certain general 
principles which have never-been regularly brought before any 
~ other meeting, and the formal enunciation of these principles 
by one portion of the members, naturally leaves the inference 


that other members who have not signed that Declaration pro- | 


the. ite or adverse principles. | 
Thirdly,-‘That snd is, sufficient power under 


_Our rules and resolutions, to have checked any variation from 


| established usage ;—that it does not appear any such power has - 

been invoked ;—that the officers fier who 

| have . the Declaration, had in their own hands, under our 

rules, the means of checking the evil they had complained of, 

and that, therefore, this Declaration, | without having first tried 

the regular course of proceeding, is uncalled for. yigee 
_Fourthly,—That there never has been (to my knowledge at 


| least) any motion submitted on the question of the variation 


from the ritual, or departure from the established usage, since : 
the resolution which was adopted declaring that there should 
not be any change without the sanction of the bench and two- 


y | thirds of the vestry, (except on a matter which was referred to 


competent authority and not yet brought to a decision.) That 
the resolution referred to gave the strougest protection against 
the innovations complained of, and was a fair criterion of the 
opinion of the general body, and that there is, therefore, a 
degree of unfairness in the assumption by a portion of the 
members, that opinions on so important a question have been 
since elicited by the votes on another matter, without giving 
others an opportunity of expressing their views clearly on the 
subject. 
Fifthly,—That, judging from the information of various per- 
sons of different shades of opinions, there had not. been any 
recent variation from the ritual, beyond that which had been 
in operation.for some months, and apparently submitted to by 
common consent, until approved of, or condemned by, the 
authorities to which it had been referred; and, in Bg bh 
of any new motion on the subject, it cannot be said that the late 
resignation of officers arose out of the question of reform (as it 
is commonly called.) Such as is the subject of the Declaration, 
it arose more immediately out of a vestry. proceeding, or 
the construction of a resolution of vestry, on the suhyect of the 
voluntary resignation of the Rev. Mr. Carillon, and his subse- 
quent withdrawal of same ; the particulars of which need not — 
be detailed here; and therefore, there dees not appear any 
. particular necessity at this moment for the Declaration, trom’ 
any recent proceedings or any peculiar recent circumstances. 
| -In the very short time allowed sme between the receipt of 
‘your communication and the meeting before which | have to 
submit it, I have hurriedly thrown these remarks together im 


| self defence, for 1 cannot think it altogether fair to be thus 


| forced, as it were, into a position neither taken up nor contem- 
plated by me. | 
~ Your communication just received is the very first intimation 
I have had of your Declaration, and I have no doubt there are 
others similarly situated. Besides the objections already stated, 
on the grounds of the partiality and the absence of any imme- 
“diate necessity for your Declaration, I have a still stronger one 
on the ground of its tendency to promote discord and disunion 
where nought but harmony.and union should prevail. My 
object has ever been to promote union among us; I, therefore, 
regret exceedingly the step which you have taken, as one which 
may unhappily lead to widen differences that might possibly 
have been easily healed under another course ; something to 
promote this desirable end might at least have been tried betore 
you resolved to use every means within your reach to. publish 
so far and wide our dissensions, if such do unfortunately exist. 
Should it be still within your power to delay the publications 
and circulars to public bodies, directed under your resolutions, 
I hope you will take it upon yourself to do so, for the purpose 
of first making some attempt at mutual conciliation between 
parties who must all be warmly interested in one holy under- | 
taking; and who should not venture its utter destruction on 
slight considerations. Inso good and sacred a cause, I will 
Not too readily despair, but still hope and pray. that, with ‘the 
help of our Heavenly Father, this temporary breach may soon 
be closed up, and that we .may shortly be re-united and join in 
a brotherly spirit with renewed vigour, to establish the house 
which we have just consecrated to God our Father. I am,_ 
dear Sir, your obedient servant, | 
| Treasurer, K. K, Beth Yahacob, 

To Cecil L. Isaacs, Esq. Chairman of the Meeting, &c. 
P.S.—I should have wished you to have favoured me with _ 
your communication earlier, so as to have given more time for 


| 
| 
J 
} | 
| 
| 
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consideration before the meeting, which is now about to take 
place ; but at any rate you will receive this prior to the meet- 
ing, and there will still be time for any suggestion, which I shall 
be happy to receive. | : 


Pretended Converts.—“ A thief is not the most degraded and cor- 
rupted among men, he may be more perverted in his judgment than 
vicious in his choice; if he steals ont of pressing want, he has not 
a perfect free_will, which constitutes the crime of an action ; if he 
steals out of wantonness to indulge in luxury, he has a false sense of 
honour, thinking, that after having succeeded in his villany, he will 
live respectably, pay his way, and be a gentleman; but there is 
another worse sort of theft, of which the police never take notice, and 
the perpetrator of which, far from being ashamed of his offence, 


lm himself on_it; I mean the flagitious theft committed by the 
onourable gang of Jewish reverend h rites, who having thus 
stolen religious titles from society, invade sho publicly the pockets 
of their dupes; you think that such a felon escapes with impunity 
the hand of all justice; no, you are quite mistaken; on the con- 
trary, he is always most severely punished, his sentence being, 


‘imprisonment for life, with hard labour, to conceal his wretched- 
ness.’ ’’— Hoga. | | 


- Literary Efforts of the Jews.—“ The active effort of the Jews 
for their moral improvement, is everywhere most conspicuously 
evinced by their eagerness to acquire such knowledge and litera- 
ture which are cognisable to the world; so may we, for instance, 
heartily rejoice in contemplating of the literary and scientific in- 
stitution which has been recently established by them in London. 
Nothing, indeed, could be more conducive to raise them in the 
scale of society than this. Science is the only object in which a 
Jew may excel to the satisfaction of the whole world. Riches 
and titles of one Jew produce 10,000 enemies to his whole nation; 
_ but the talents of a Jew are with perfect good-will more recognised 
and acknowledged by Christians than by Jews themselves. The 
genius of the Jewish nation was until our time quite hidden from 
the eye of the world; and the present assiduous application of 
the Jews to the literature of the Gentiles, who are now so 
bountifully disposed to acknowledge the value of Jewish talents, 
is an event so unprecedented in the history of the world, that 
we may justly hail it asa harbinger of better things to come, wher 
Israel shall be a praise and a blessing to all nations.”—Hioga. - 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Delmar’s letter having appeared elsewhere, we deem ourselves ex- 


cused from the investigations which appeared needful, preparatory to the 
promulgation of Such important claims. 


Jewish Hospital and Industrial Schools at Jerusalem.—With reference 
to an advertisement in a contemporary journal, we have only to repeat 
our request, to be furnished with the name and address of the applicant, 
as a voucher for his gocd faith, and of his being what he claims to be, 
preparatory to affording him all the information on the subject which he 
may require. 


Portion for the Week 3py 
[New moon proclaimed. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGH 
Sabb. 15th Aug. 23rd-of Ab. 
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~ Published this Day, price One Shilling. 
‘No. 6. MIYwW" DID (The Cup of Salvation.) 


rONTHLY JEWISH ORTHODOX MAGAZINE. 


| Edited by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, & Mr. Moses Samuel, of Liverpool. | 

~ Contents,—Belief; A Lecture on Freedom ; Essay-0n the origin and formation 
of the Hebrew .— Mendelssohn's Introduction to the Pentateuch ; Jewish 
Prejudices; Position of the Jews in Prussia; Life of Manasseh Ben Israel; Con- 
version of the Jews; Oriental Fable; Foreign Intelligence, &c. 

To be had of W. Britain, Paternoster Row ; 8. Solomon, Bevis Marks, London ; 
Mr. Silverstein, Birmingham; Heilbrow, Manchester; Godfrey Levi, Liverpool ; 
- Rev. 8. M. Isaacs, Elm Street, New York. | 

*,*° Many complaints having reached the Editors of the non-delivery of the 
work by the agents employed, it is particularly requested that any such instances 
of neglect may immediately be communicated to the editors, who will promptly 
adopt measures to ensure regularity of delivery. 

Mr. Moses Samuel takes this opportunity of announcing that, he purposes shortly 
to visit the metropolis, and the principal towns and cities of the empire, in the hope 
and with the desire of renewing his acquaintance with the men of learning, worth 
and liberality, to whom he had in former years the pleasure and advantage of being 
personally known. By this means, he hopes to promote and encrease the circula- 
tion of a work, which-mast necessarily be beneficial to a cause, which he and his 
co-editor are desirous and anxious to subserve—the welfare and enlightenment of 
the Hebrew nation. 


THE VOICE OF JACOR. 


| 


Price £2 with Prench Shade and Stand. 
CARISET WAX BUST of the Late “ CHAR 
(Modeiled from Sittings during the M 

By Edwin Senipeor and Modeller, Devonshire Street, Sheela et) 
Rooms « Basta te seen; also at Mr. W. H. Dalton’s, Bookseller, 28 Gane 
Street, Charing ‘fine, Comoe ; at which places Orders will be received. 


NSTITOUWOS FOR THE RELIEF OF TH D 
GENT GF THE JEWISH PERSUASION. Instituted 18 


The Commitee: of Management of the above Institution, give 


intend adding The Pemssomer to the number already receiving Relief.—Purthe 
2, Bevis 


8. SOLOMON, 8xc. 


LE BRUSSELS. 


ee! FINISHING ACADEMY FOR YOUNG 
GENTIAMEN OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

Professar ews Lueksen, respectfully informs his friends and brethren of the 
Jewish communiy, be has vacancies for several young Gentlemen, and flatter, 
himeelf, that tie «aperior manner in which this Establishment is conducted, wil] 
give that eatuiecion to lis supporters, for which he so anxiously labours, The . 
leading feature! ine Academy are; A Classical and Commercial English Educa. 
tion, ‘a thoreugt wquainmtance with the French and German ,andthe - 
whole combinet' wth « zrammatical knowledge of the Sacred Tongue, and of the 
principles of au Zoty Religion.—For Reference and Prospectus, apply to Mr. 
isaac Lyon, 2) Street, Aldgate; Mr. John Salmon, 86, 


or at the Agent Wr. H. Harris, 22, Leman Street, Goodman's Fields. adilly ; 
STR WOSES MONTEFIORE, Barr., F.R.S. 


We, the unserigned, Winister and Wardens of the Manchester Hebrew Cor. 
gregation, ber tere. respectfully, to offer to you, in the name of the Members of 
our communit; . aur mest beartfeit congratulations on the happy arrival of yourself 
and nobic Lact; ‘trem your mission to Russia, on behalf of our brethren in the faith. 
On your departure ‘tom England, our blessings and most fervent prayers for the 
success of your msssem accompanied you. And it pleased God to fulfil our wishes. 
Now on your sa -reurn to your native land, we participate in the universal joy (f 
al) well-minae:! wesems, and hail you with our most cordial welcome. 

When the gist “idings of your happy arrival at the metropolis reached us, our 
admiration of vear meet piu ic enterprise, and the expressions of our joy — 
and gratitude soummed from the papil of our synagogue. They were the echo of 
the sentiment stance inspired the hearts of the whole assembly. We think our. 
selves most to jive in an age which is distinguished by a man, whose sur. | 
prising exertuiom m ‘he cause of justice and humanity have proved to the world, 
that ‘the sprri: ¢! wmevpienee and philanthropy has not yet lost its reality and 
efficacy amougs: u—and that an Israelite is well enabled to unite all the virtues 
of genuine patrictesm dee to the land of his birth, with the ancient religious virtues 
of the Hebrew mate. We are weil aware that-it is far beyond our power now,. 
to calculate al ‘te -cisequences that may issue from your noble effurts. They 
are fertile germ: iil ‘mdsien in the bosom of futurity. We admit, posterity wil! - 
be indeed eupene’ t> us im the happiness of surveying the full extent of your 
blessed tom ite first commencement to its remotest consequences, but 
we do not hesita® “0 deny, that any succeeding generation can excel us in our ad- 
miration of yeu wat im our grateful remembrance of your immortal merits. 

May th~ Aimzray, wie has pleased to use you as a beneficial instrument of His 
inscrutabie your virtues by the fulness of His celestial blessings. 
May He preserw -wm ama your noble Lady, your faithful fellow-traveller through 
the journey of ii.» weil as déring your memorable journeys to the remote coun- 
tries of the East at North. May the Sun of His mercy ripen the fruits of your 
labours, so tha! ~wereyes may soon behold the prosperity and Salvation of Israel. 

Marte virtute esto / 
Signed—Jr: Sruger; Lewine Wolff; Jacob Myers; Dd. Falk—Wardens. 
Manchester, Jur 


RgPLy. 


Grosvenor Gate, Park Lane, 
London, 24th July, 1846—5606, 

Gentlemen —i) ‘awe bad the honor of receiving the Address signed by you, in 
the name of tiee Skemiers of your community, conveying their congratulations to 
Lady Montefiore: om the occasion: of our return to this country from 
Russia. We sommes: tut feel deeply moved by this instance of their esteem and 
rerard, antl ny ‘tie comsetousness. of having been the subject of their pious and 
fervent aspiratios: amet must heartily do we tender them our acknowledgments for 
this manifestatse: <‘:betr affectionate consideration, and most gratefully do I thank 
them for of the motives which prompted me-to undertake - 
the journey : ant! wmeh with the Divine blessing I earnestly pray, may cobtinue 
to influence my career. 

May the. "grams that if we, in our { 
than the germmaies uf the seed which His Divine Mercy 
sown at this eense:; posterity may enjoy its blessed fruits, and 
Hs aT I am, Gentlemen, with sincere regard, 
rs Your’s, very faithfully, 
Signed—MOSES MONTEFIORE. 
Manchester: 


aul RESIDENCE, 127, St. James's St., Brighton, 

5 doers from the Old Steine. | and 
Mr. & Biz. disst: would be happy to receive in their house, « Gentlemat tt 
his wife, or 2 watiow Cady and daughter, or two sisters; this being 
geous offer lasky of gentieman of the Jewish persuasion, not wishing 
and troubic where they will meet with avery 


combined siti: <themiimess; there being 20 children, and & 

Morning to J. yam. 9 Street, Cheapside, London. 
Printed by 7, momile Street, in the Pa 


» May not witness more 
has permitted to be 
with prayerful bu- 


8. Paula City 


of London; and Dyte & Son, 106, Strand. 
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Liverpool, May 1). | 


